PLATINUM OPEN ACCESS
The topography and climatic conditions of the Western Ghats are quite diverse and unique. The Western Ghats cover an area of about 160,000km 2 and stretches for 1,600km from the mouth of river Tapti in the north to Cape Camorin in the south and are one of the hot biodiversity spots of India with great diversity in flora and fauna. The average mountain ranges are with an average height of about 1,200m running parallel to the western coast of southern India in the states of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala. Except for a single major gap of about 24km called Palghat Gap and some small passes like Goa Gap, Bhor Ghat, and Thal Ghat, these ranges of the Western Ghats are almost continuous. The Western Ghats are known by various names in different areas, i.e., as the Sahyadri mountains in Maharashtra and Karnataka, Nilagirimalai in Tamil Nadu and Sahyaparvatam in Kerala. The Anaimudi Peak (2,695m) is the highest peak of the Western Ghats which lies in the ranges of the state of Kerala. The Anaimudi Peak also acts as a nodal point from where three ranges radiate to different directions, i.e., the Anaimalai Hills in the north, the Palni Hills in the north-east, and the Cardamom Hills in the south. According to Scoble (1995) the order Lepidoptera is divided into primitive Lepidoptera, early Heteroneura, lower Ditrysia, and higher Ditrysia. Further, the lower Ditrysia, the larvae of which are often concealed rather than external feeders, includes the superfamilies Tineoidea, Gracillarioidea, Yponomeutoidea,Western Ghats during March 2003 to October 2006 (Fig.  1) . The details are provided in Table 1 . Due to nocturnal behaviour, adult moth diversity referable to different families, i.e., Tineidae, Eriocottidae, and Psychidae, the adults were collected with the help of a portable light trap (Image 1). The portable trap comprises a funnel (diameter top 30cm, bottom 6cm, height 30cm) fitted with baffle plates so that the moths once visiting the light get trapped around the lamp. The source of light to attract the moths was a 125w mercury vapour lamp fixed in the funnel. The funnel is fixed on the top of a collecting chamber (30cm x 30cm x 12cm) fitted with a sliding collecting tray (29cm x 29cm). For fumigation of chamber with 1,1,2,2-tetrachloroethane as a killing agent for the adult moth, a petri dish containing cotton soaked with the aforesaid chemical was placed in a corner of the tray. Some of the moths were captured individually in glass killing tubes of various sizes (2cm x 7cm to 5cm x 15cm) charged with ethyl acetate poured over the a layer of plaster of Paris at the bottom of the tube from various locations. Besides the portable light trap, some collection was also made by hanging the source of light (125w mercury vapour lamp) on a white sheet or a white-washed wall. As per techniques being used in lepidopterology (Lindquist 1956; Hodges 1958; Tagestad 1974; Robinson, 1976a; Zimmerman 1978; Nielson 1980; Sokoloff 1980; Mikkola 1986; Landry & Landry 1994) , the entire collected specimens were processed for further biosystematics studies.
Observation
In the present research work, 43 specimens belonging five genera of 10 species of moths of the superfamily Tineoidea was collected and identified from available literature (Hampson 1892; Robinson & Tuck 1993; Robinson et al. 1994 .
Remarks: Edosa opsigona (Meyrick) has earlier been reported from Tamil Nadu and Karnataka and it is collected from states Kerala, Gujarat and Maharashtra for the first time in the Western Ghats.
Edosa neoopsigona Rose & Pathania
Edosa neoopsigona Remarks: Edosa paraglossoptera Rose & Pathania is being reported for the first time from the areas.
Edosa sattleri Rose & Pathania
Edosa satleri Distribution: India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Myanmar, Vietnam, western Malaysia, Jawa (Robinson et al. 1994) , Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab (Pathania et al. 2006) .
Remarks: The genus Cimitra Walker with seven species is reported only in tropical Africa and Cimitra seclusella Walker is the only species to be available in Southeast Asia (Robinson et al. 1994) . Pathania et al. (2006) Monopis monachella Meyrick, 1895, Handbook British Lepidoptera, p. 785; Semper, 1902, Schmetterlinge Philippinischen Inseln, 2, p. 705; Meyrick, 1914, Ent. Mitteil, Suppl., 3, p. 59; 1928, Rev. Handbook British Lepidoptera, p. 823; 1930, in (Pathania & Rose 2004) .
Remarks: In the abense of any precise information about the locality, the collection of Monopis monachella (Hübner) from the Western Ghats plugs this void to some extent as far as its distribution is concerned in India.
Monopis longella (Walker)
Tinea longella Distribution: Northeastern India, Sikkim, Nepal, western Malaysia, Thailand (Robinson et al. 1994) and Himcahal Pradesh (Pathania & Rose 2004 Remarks: Hampson (1892) has listed the species from Canara and Nilgiris, yet the same is reported for the first time from two other states, i.e., Kerala and Goa of the said ecozone.
Discussion
During our survey-cum-collection tours, 10 species of the superfamily Tineoidea have been collected from six states of Goa, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala falling in the jurisdiction of Western Ghats. Tineoidea is one of the ditrysiian superfamily of micro moths are generaly known as cloth moths, bagmoths etc.
The main characters are antenna 
